OF THE ENGLISH STAGE,             277

we are told by Downes, was admired in the part of
Pericles, which he frequently performed before the
opening of the new theatre; and while this company
continued to act in Portugal Row, they represented
the following plays of Shakspeare, and it should seem
those only: Macbeth and The Tempest, altered by
D'Avenant; King Lear, Hamlet, King Henry the
Eighth, Romeo and Juliet, and Twelfth-Night. In
Hamlet, the Prince of Denmark was represented by
Mr. Betterton; the Ghost by Mr. Richards; Horatio,
Mr. Harris; the Queen by Mrs. Davenport; and
Ophelia by Mrs. Saunderson. In Romeo and Juliet,
Romeo was represented by Mr. Harris; Mercutio by
Mr. Betterton, and Juliet by Mrs. Saunderson. Mr.
Betterton in Twelfth Night performed Sir Toby Belch,
and in Henry the Eighth, the King. He was with-
out doubt also the performer of King Lear. Mrs.
Saunderson represented Catherine in King Henry the
Eighth, and it maybe presumed, Cordelia, and Mi-
randa. She also performed Lady Macbeth, and Mr.
Betterton, Macbeth.

The theatre which had been erected in Portugal
Row, being found too small, Sir William D'Avenant
laid the foundation of a new playhouse in Dorset Gar-
den, near Dorset Stairs, which however he did not
live to see completed; for he died in May 1668, and
it was not opened till 1671. There being strong
reason to believe that he was our poet's son, I have
been induced by that circumstance to inquire with
some degree of minuteness into his history. I have
mentioned in a preceding page that the account given
of him by Wood in his Athense Oxonienses, was taken
from Mr. Aubrey's Manuscript. Since that sheet
was printed, Mr. Warton has obligingly furnished me
with an exact transcript of the article relative to
D'Avenant, which .as it contains some particulars not
noticed by Wood, I shall here subjoin;